[Possible origins of the gene of Hermansky-Pudlak in Puerto Rico].
Five out of six albino persons in Puerto Rico suffer from the Hermansky-Pudlak syndrome. This syndrome has been reported also in other countries such as Great Britain, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Mexico, among others. Due to the geographical isolation of the island it is likely that these patients share a common ancestor. In explaining how the gene may have arrived to Puerto Rico the following possibilities are considered: (1) British soldiers attacking the island since 1595. (2) Dutch attackers in 1625. (3) aboriginal tribes. (4) slave traders.